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IN THE CLAIMS 

1-49. (Cancelled) 

50. (Withdrawn) A method of creating a continuous ablation lesion in heart tissue, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a first ablating section and a second ablating section, the first and 
second ablating sections each having an end and an ablating element; 

positioning the first and second ablating sections in contact with the epicardium; 
wrapping the first and second ablating sections around at least one vessel; 

interlocking the first and second sections to form a closed loop around the at 
least one vessel. 

51 . (Withdrawn) A method of creating a continuous lesion in tissue, comprising the 
steps of: 

providing an ablating device having an ablating element; 
positioning the ablating device in contact with the epicardium; 
ablating tissue to create a first lesion; 

moving the ablating device to a location adjacent the first lesion; 
ablating tissue with the ablating element to create a second lesion which is 
continuous with the first lesion. 

52. (Withdrawn) A method of creating a lesion from an epicardial location, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a first device and a second device slidably coupled to the first device, 
at least one of the first and second devices having an ablating element; 
introducing the first and second devices into the pericardial space; 
ablating tissue to form a first lesion with the ablating element; 
moving at least one of the first and second devices relative to the other; and 
forming a second lesion after the moving step. 
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53. (Withdrawn) A method of ablating cardiac tissue, comprising the steps of: 
providing an ablating device having an ablating element and a suction well, the 

suction well being coupled to a suction line which is coupled to a vacuum source, the 
ablating device also having means for determining when the suction well is adhered to 

the epicardium; 

positioning the ablating device against the patient's epicardium; 
adhering the ablating device to the epicardium with the suction well; and 
ablating tissue with the ablating element after the adhering step. 

54, (Withdrawn) The method of claim 53, wherein; 

the providing step is carried out with the detemiining means being a sensor 
selected from the group of sensors consisting of a flow rate sensor, a pressure sensor 
and an electric circuit. 

55-82. (Cancelled) 

83. (Currently amended) A device for deployment via a thora cic incision into a 

pericardial space and heart for abjalinq eps'cardial tissue of a subject, comprising: 

at least two adjacent abiatinq elements desianed to emit abjatin<3 enercw in a 
cornrnon directign; 

an elongate body adapted to temporarily mechanically couple to an upper 
surface of an epicardiai tissue surface and having an end portion, the elongate body 

coupled to thetovifm at least two adjacent ©ne_ablating elements, wher ein the ablating 
.§i§.m§Ilts.coup.[e.to.the and 

at least twoone suction wells that surrounds a perimeter of each of the at least 
tW.Q„.§.diac8nt ablating eiements^ iespective^^^^^^ 

wherein a closed wall defined by an inner lip of each of the at least twoone 
suction wells surrounds the perimeter of each_of the at least one two adjacent ablating 
elements. 
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84. (Currently amended) The device of claim 83, wherein the elongate body has 
more than two adjacent ablating elements and each of the more than two ablating 
elements each is sur rounded by a pittfality-of suction welter and wl^efeifv^el^-Qf-tl^ 
filyfajity-efsyetioB^^i'ete-syffQtH^ at le a st one o f t ln^-^iyfaUty-of -abjatlngelemeyfe. 

85. (Currently amended) The device of claim 84, wherein aiolthetl^e p^uraltty-^ 
suction wells are coupled to a single suction lumen. 

86. (Currently amended) device of claim 86, wherein the single suction lumen 
comprises40Fme4-tev a tube fiuidiy coupled attached to the body. 

87. (Currently amended) The device of claim 86, wherein each suction well includes 
a fluid outlet andjhe fiuid.pjjtiet>^ to the suction lumen. 

88. (Currently amended) The device of claim 84 further comprising a first suction 
lumen coupled to a first fraction of the more than twoplurality of suction wells and a 
second suction lumen coupled to a second fraction of the more than twopluralit y of 
suction wells. 

89. (Currently amended) The device of claim 83, wherein each of the at least 
twoene suction wells are defined by-is-fefmed-l^tween the inner lip and an outer lip. 



90. (Currently amended) The device of claim 89, further comprising: 

at least one fluid chamber associated with each of the at least two abfatina 
elements, wherein in^oone_ctionjyi^ianj[b^^^ surface the inner lip 



at-least on e-suction well; and 

a fluid inlet and a fluid outlet, the fluid inlet and the fluid outlet feetnf adapted to 
disgensepass a fluid into aR4-e«t-Qf~the at least one fluid chambe r and contact the 
afej^lriS„§Mcai^aitMye„su^^ 




forms a fiuld^boundafy between each respective 



fluid chamber and the 
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91 . (Previously presented) The device of claim 94, further comprising a pressure 
sensor positioned along the suction lumen, the pressure sensor adapted to detect a 
change in pressure to determine the adequacy of contact of the suction well to a tissue. 

92. (Previously presented) The device of claim 94, further comprising a flow rate 
sensor positioned along the suction lumen, the flow rate sensor adapted to detect a 
change in a flow rate of a fluid to determine the adequacy of contact of the suction well 
to a tissue. 

93. (Previously presented) The device of claim 94, further comprising an electric 
circuit positioned along the suction lumen, the electric circuit adapted to detect electrical 
conduction to determine the adequacy of contact of the suction well to a tissue. 

94. (Currently amended) The device of claim 83, wherein the at least twoene suction 
wells further comprises a suction port coupled to a suction lumen. 

95. (Previously presented) The device of claim 94, wherein a cross section of the 
suction port is less than or equal to about 10% of a cross-section of the suction lumen. 

96. (Currently amended) A device according to claim 83, wherein the at least 
twoone ablating elements comprises one of a radiofrequency ablating element and an 
ultrasound ablating element. 

97. (Currently amended) A device according to claim 83, wherein the at least 
twoGfie ablating elements comprises one of a microwave ablating element, an optical 
ablating element, a cryogenic ablating element, and a heated ablating element. 

98. (Cancelled) 

99. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 83, 
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wherein the elongate body comprises between two and 1 5 individual ablating elements, 
and further comprising a temperature sensor coupled to at least one of the 
individual ablating eiements.wherein an individual suction well surrounds each of 
the individual ablating elements, and each individual suction well has an inner 
perimeter wail and an outer perimeter wall configured to retain at least one of a 
fluid and a vacuum within the individual suction well. 

100. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 99, wherein the individual 
ablating elements comprise one of a radiofrequency ablating element, an ultrasound 
ablating element, and a cryogenic ablating element. 

101. (Previousiy presented) A device according to claim 99, wherein the fluid 
comprises a conductive solution. 

1 02. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 101 wherein the individual 
ablating elements comprise radiofrequency ablating elements that are mechanically 
coupled to adjacent ablating elements by at least one flexible hinge member, and 
wherein the fluid comprises one of an isotonic saline solution and a hypertonic saline 
solution. 

103. (Previousiy presented) A device according to claim 93, wherein the electric 
circuit comprises a pair of wires positioned on opposite sides of the suction lumen. 

104. (Currently amended) A device Jg[^eelgjfnM]|jDiQ.ib.§..pMQ.^^^^^ 
comprising: 

at least one aM^ng gle^^^^ element having substantiaiiv 

unidirectional ablating energy delivery: 

an elongate body Hayina.MQngitudioM..?.?<^^ to temporarily 

mechanically coupled to a surface of epicardial tissue surface and having an end 
P.5.d]M. the elongate body incofporating coupjed .to least one ablating element 
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therein so that the abiating energy deiiy^ angle rel ative to the io ?iaitudinaj 

axis; and 

a continuous suction weil surrounding the at least one ablating element, said 
continuous suction well having opposing side walls, the opposing side walls being an 
inner side wall and an outer side wall, each opposing side wall having substantially co- 
planar end portions adapted to continuously contact the eplcardial tissue surface. 

1 05. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 1 04 wherein a major face of 
the at least one ablating element is recessed relative to the co-planar end portions 
thereby defining a fluid chamber between the end portions of the inner side wall, the 
major face of the at least one ablating element, and the tissue surface. 

106. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 105 further comprising a pair 
of fluid lumens each having a terminal end and wherein each said terminal end couples 
to the fluid chamber. 

107. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 106 wherein the at least one 
ablating element comprises a radiofrequency ablating element. 

1 08. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 107 further comprising a 
source of fluid coupled to the pair of fluid lumens and wherein said source of fluid further 
comprises a saline solution. 



109. (Cancelled) 



